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us reduce the gifts of our benefactors to their former
modest level, and devote the overplus to restore the
true peace of the Church. Another danger would
exist in the lack of perseverance which distinguishes
Englishmen. (Impossible not to see in this phrase
a touch of the disillusion which politics had already
produced in Wyclif s mind !) " So far as this danger
is concerned, there is nothing for it but to strengthen
the whole nation in unanimous firmness, before the
thing can be attempted. ... I do not see how
we could attempt to do this, unless the common con-
sent of the whole people were obtained for it. ...
It would be rash for a private individual to give
this advice, since a matter of such a kind ought to
proceed from the agreement of the realm as a whole.
. . . It would behove iis therefore to use great
forethought, and to have a unanimous Parliament,
before the nation begins to carry such a work into
effect, lest personal influence or private advantage
should cause an injury hereafter to the common weal
of the country."

The drift of this treatise is sufficiently evident.
Wyclif answered the question as to the legitimacy
of refusing Peter's pence with an unqualified affirm-
ative. It is not only our right and our interest to
do it, but it is our duty. Yet he who has a duty to
perform may be at liberty to select the time for per-
forming it. " I advise you to wait until you are
stronger and more unanimous. By suddenly refus-
ing all pecuniary aids to the Pope, you would risk
not only disaster abroad, but even civil war at home.
I dare not take upon myself the responsibility of